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Newborn Hearing Screening

Tests done for babies

Your baby is checked for hearing loss
because it can impact speech and language
development. There are 2 tests that may be
done to check your baby’s hearing. Each test
is safe and has no risk to your baby. These
tests are accurate to identify hearing loss in
babies.

Your baby may have 1 or both tests.
« OAE (otoacoustic emissions):

Sound is played into baby’s ear and the
echo reflected back is picked up by a
small microphone. If baby hears normally,
there will be an echo measured.

« ABAER (auditory brainstem response):
Sounds are played into baby’s ears. Small
sticky patches, called electrodes, are
placed on baby’s head to pick up brain
waves in response to the sounds.

Your baby’s results

OAE test:

Right ear: UPass UNon-pass
Left ear: UPass UNon-pass
ABAER test:

Right ear: UPass UNon-pass
Left ear: UPass UNon-pass

If your baby passed, know that this does not
mean your baby may not develop a hearing
problem later.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER

ST AT
TR THeugs

qUIS D! STh! HIUIRIGT HH HTH] ST
TR ThTH T8t Sielt X U faTeTs.
SRR T Yag | dUTS D! SThT YUl Rfad Sird
T AR 2 geT Wi 7T+ Ifes | TP

TIef07 QRI&T B I qUIS ! T=TaTs $ SIRgH

&1 I TReUEE TR D] YUl U
STRT Ufga Tl AR gl B

qUTS D! SaTeh! 1 a1 gd URIEf0T g 990 |
. OAE (3MCI3PIReH ITsiv):

3TATS SATD | BTTHT oS3 I Ufaed

TS TICT I HIZh B IHERI
o150 | i ST FH AT I8 4,
8l U Ui gy g 3|

. ABAER (49U 9-1%¢H Ufafssan): e
T HIHI Sols-6 | @i Ufdfharam

ORashHT BT I3 THTH! CT3H ]

SRS HiH FHI TR W RIS |

dUTS ! ITHT fcrSIT
OAE UI&[uT:

TAEE: QU™ QU AHTHT
FOHME: QU™ O U YU
ABAER T1&{UT:

TRHME: QU™ O U YU
IOTEE: QU™ QU FYus]

T AUILDT Tl Fog LAl Y, ! Heferd
REIERD qwlmlﬁuﬁw\mw
EEARERERCZRIPACIPERS]

wexnermedical.osu.edu


https://wexnermedical.osu.edu
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If your baby does not pass in both ears, he or
she will be referred for more testing. It does
not mean that your baby has hearing loss,
but your baby needs to be checked in a few
weeks to test his or her hearing again. Be
sure you keep this appointment.

Speech and language

Hearing can change as a baby grows, so it
is important to monitor your baby’s speech,
language, and communication.

If you have concerns about your baby and
you think there may be a problem with his
or her hearing or speech, talk to your baby’s
doctor or audiologist.

If you have questions

Please call Newborn Hearing Screening at
614-293-3028 if you have questions, need
help, or if you would like more information.

Visit details
Today’s date
Baby’s birth date
Baby’s name

Mother’s name

The audiologist talked with me about the
hearing screening results for my baby.

If my baby did not pass the screening, |
acknowledge the need for follow-up testing
by signing my name below.

(Signature)
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This handout is for informational purposes only. Talk with your doctor or health care team if you have any
questions about your care. For more health information, contact the Library for Health Information at 614-293-3707

or health-info@osu.edu.
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